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Course Description:  

 Adaptation:  Literature into Film is an exploration into the art of transforming literary texts into films.  This course will focus on various literary genres such as the novel, the short story, the play, and the nonfiction event, and analyze the process of transforming these stories from page to screen, thereby creating a new art form.

Course Objectives:  

•To teach students the skill and value of literary and film analysis.

•To teach students the value of translating the written word into the language of film.

•To teach students to apply their analytical skills to critical as well as creative projects.

Student Learning Outcomes:

Upon successful completion of this course students should be able to:

1.  Understand basic literary concepts such as plot, theme, characterization, dramatic irony, symbolism, etc.

2.  Exhibit a command of the language of film, such as point of view, camera angle, parallel editing, three-point lighting, mise en scene, montage, etc.

3.   Comprehend the process of translating written words into visual language.

4.   Understand the different demands that various literary genres require.  For instance,  how does one make a fifteen page short story into a two hour film?  By contrast, how does one condense a four hundred page novel into a two hour film?

5.   Be aware of how technology (e.g. camera angles, lighting, editing) is used to create the language of film.

6.  Be familiar with various types of film adaptations, such as close, intermediate, and loose.

7.  Interact analytically and imaginatively with the texts we read and the films we view.

8.  Recognize how film can transform literature into an entirely new art form.

Length of Course:
44 lecture hours
Grading Method:
Letter grade (A-F) or Pass/No Pass
Prerequisites:
WR-121 or equivalent.

Required Text:
Desmond, John M, and Peter Hawkes.  Adaptation:  Studying Film and 

Literature.  Boston:  McGraw/Hill,  2006.

Various texts that have been adapted into film.  Past examples include:  

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

The Dead by James Joyce

A River Runs Through It by Norman Maclean

King Lear by William Shakespeare

The Orchid Thief by Susan Orlean

Major Topic Outline:

I.
Literary Genres:


a.  The Play


b.  The Novel


c.  The Short Story


d.  The Novella


e.  The Nonfiction Story
II.
Literary Analysis

III.
Film History

IV.
Film Analysis

V.
Adaptation Analysis


a.  The Successful Adaptation


b.  The Failed Adaptation

